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LLONDON FIRE SERVICE.

UNFAIR CRITICISM OF TH® METROPOLI-
BRIGADE-REAL MORALS OF
THE CRIPPLEGATE FIRE.
Landnn, Novemher 23.
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pighly favored corpogations fn well-governed
1ocalities where fires seldom oocur, and that
they cught not to be allowed to muke =o much
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a branch of the puhlic serviee, which will take
charge of the Insurance | ness In a clty and
turn the profits the municipal treasury.
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of insuring its own citizens against risks of
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large fires, 1t i3 not, as Sir John Hutton ones |
deacribed 1t, a paradise for insurance com-

panies, Even if the metropolls were not at least
two genorations helhitr I Glesgow In municipal
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The laudon Fieremsenpla end
arganization hy the Metropolitan Roard of ’
Works, the most popular bhranch of the local
administration. Its efficlency and the discipline
of the force havg heen generally extolled, and
practical experience has ned to justify high
praise. The Toalev-st, fire in 1881 and the

Woond-st. fire in 1852 have heen the only great

disasters of the half-century until the Cripple-
gate calamity Twring recent vears the me-
tropolls, with a population of flva millions and

an area of 600 squars miles, has heen well pro-
tected agulnst fire. There have not heen more

than a dAozen serinus fires in any year sinca
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THE JIONDON FIRE.
Map showing district burned,

1855, and not infrequently the number has been
nearer six than twelve. The average loss of
life from this cause has Leen remarkably low,
only seven large theatres having been burned
during that period, and the Hfe-saving exploits
of the firemen in tenement fires being consple-
uous for gallantry and sell-possession. London
has heen well served by Its Fire Brigade, and
at a low cost. The expense of the department
has been about ane-hulf of the cost of the New-
York service, and less than that of either Bos-
ton or Chicago; and the lossges from fire have
been imuch smaller than those from the same
eause In Amerlcan clties having only a fractlon
of the population of London,

The Cripplegate five hns startied the com-
munity with a sensa of lts Insecurity and pro-
moted eritical refleciion upon the resources and
efMclency of the Fire Brigade, As Commander
Wells lnd; his gpoilant men wers consldered
prompt In responc..g to the call and untiring
in thelr exertlons, they escape criticlsm and are
generally commended for courage and persist-
ent fighting power; but there s a disposition
among Insurance managers and writers for the
press to condemn the methods ag old-fashioned
and behind the times, and to reproach the Lon-
don County Council for neglecting to provide
better appliances und engines and to Increase
the force of workers. It Is a great publie con-
Wenience whenever nnylhint goes wrong to be

CHURCH, CRIPPLEGATE,

290 FIFTH

GREAT BARGAINS

To be found for this week only, as the balance

house for a similar sale the following Monday.

ON 2D FLOOR.

MODEL

For STREET, RECEPTION and EVENING WEAR, Comprising the most clegant
assortment we have cver imported.

HALF THEIR COST

HOLLANDER'S
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AVENUE.

of the stock unsold is to be scat to our Boston

ALL OF OUR

GOWNS

In no case more than

And in Many Much Less.
ON IST FLOOR.

[ MANTLES AND COATS, TAILOR-MADE SUITS,

and manyother Simpler Gowns than our Imported Models
ALL MARKED WAY DOWN AT CLEARING SALE PRICES.

This sale usually comes in January, but we have decided that the time to offer
these rich goods is while there is a season ahead for using them and thereby receiving
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EMBER 5, 1897.
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Irish Point Curtains, per pair, .
Renaissance Curtains, per pair,
Satin Derby Portieres, per pair

B, Altman & €o.

Upholstery, Lace Curtains and Draperies

On Monday, Dzcember 5th, the following will
be offered at extraordinary low prices :

THIRD FLOOR. -!

French Velour Portieres, per pair, .

SPECIAL FOR MONDAY ONLY.

¥

’5.85

S e w EeEl
(12 different colors), .  '7.90

12.751

B. Altman&Eo,
STERLING SILVER

Mounted on the newest designs of
Cut Glass.

Punch Bowls,

. $80.00 to $300.00

Claret Jugs, . . 1500“ 6500
Cracker Jars, . . 1200“ 20.00
Cigar Jars, . . 375“ 20.00
Salts Bottles, . . 75, “ 1500

SPECIAL—MONDAY.

Deep Cut Bowls, .
Sterling Sliver Rims.

Deep Cut Cigar Jars, .

Sterling Sl.ver Covers.

Cut Glass Salts Bottles, .
Sterling Silver Handles.

Deep Cut Glass Water Jugs, .
Sterling Sliver Mounted,

Fancy Cut Claret Jugs, :
Sterling Sllver Mounted.

Cut Glass Cracker Jars,
Sterling Silver Covers.

$15.00
6.00
2.00
15.00
16.00
11.50

.

B. Altmans€o,

better value. . .
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was educated at Cheltenham, and after antering

vears (n

the navy was emplayed for nine thn
torpedo gerviees, riging to the rank of con tler
and becoming senlor ofMicer of the Doy
tarpedo-hoat destrover squadron, He & a rigid
diseiplinarian, laying great stress upon const

drilling of the forca at the statlons, and he han-
dles his men at a fire with the commanding alr
nnd readiness of resourca of a naval martinet,
I have seen no sirictures npon hils conduct at
the Cripplegate fire, Ho s generally eredited
with managing the forece with remmarkable aballty

and conlnesa

The headnuarters of the Brigade are {n South-
wirk, cloge to the spot where Mr. Micawher, in
the King's Bench Prison, waited with che rful
confldence for something ta turn up. That |s
perhaps a characteristie attituds for flremen,
who, with horses harnessged, the firchax of tha
gteamer warmed with a gas tabe, and the doors
regdy 1o open automatically, are ever walting
to don thelr helmets In angwer to a fica eall
Here are the superintendents and ehlefs'
bristling with telephones and electric apparatus
connecting headquarters with all the princlpal
gtiations of the metrapolis. Closa by are the sta-
bles, with thelr well-groomed horses, and the
repalring-shops, with a force of akilled me-
chanles; and every day there are fire and rescue
Arills in the open court. Squads of recrulls are
taught all the detalls of the service-how to leup
upon the machine when It is in maotlon; how te
load and unload the ladder-trucks and to handla
fire-escapes; how to jump from garret-windows
into canvas-sheets; how to mount high ladders
and rescue men in peril. There 18 notning, per-
haps, that is novel in the system of tralning,
but the thoroughness with which the drills, es-
peclally those in rescue work, are carrled nn
day by day is conspleuous, The Hpigaae may
lack water-towers, chemlical engines and gome of
the most recent appliances used in America, but
in quickness, vigllance, truining and discipline
it lenves little to be desired,

ams,

CRITICISM OF METHODS,

The rummnn.rt complaints made by ceonsa-
rlous critice relate to the tardiness of the force
in renching the scene of the Cripplegate fire
apd the insufficlent number of engines avalla-
Lle, The system of electrie alarms s now so
complete that there I8 no delay In communicat-
fng warning and summons, 8o thorough is the
training that hardly more than a minute pusges,
when the signal has been given, before the
engines are in motion.  Whatever delay there
may have Leen In the eoncentration of the force
at Cripplegate s to be explained by the fm-
practicabllity of dispatch when engines and
trucks are forced to traverse the most crowded
centres of London traffic at midday. Forty-five
engines were In the narrow streets and maze
of alleys: and it {s doubtful If a larger num-
ber of machines could have been employed In
so contracted and Inaccessible 8 quarter. As
there are only fifty-seven steam fire engines in
service, and as half a dozen or more of them
were In the repairing shops, the Brigadas virt-

Visw of the burned district from St. Glles's Churchyard, Cripplegate,
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THE LONDON FIRE.

(The Lemdon Stercorcoplo aml Photographie Cow, Lid.)
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showing bastion of old Roman wall

city wills  have remained  unchanged, The
houses were repluoed with tall warehouses hud-
dled elose together in o TRz of darkened courts
and blind passages, The e conld not have been
nomore dangerons digtriet, nor one where an or-
ganized force of firemen wollld L at greater :lJ i~
advantage In staying the aprend of flames hs
pest brigade o the world with all the superlor
mechanlsm Invented 1 Amerien would have
heen powerless (o protect so overcrowded and
fnarcessible an area ocoupled w ith great ware
houres filled with highly inflammable merchan-
dige. There are muny equally dangerous dis-
tricts in the heart of old London. Glasgow, Bir-
minghian, Manchester, Liveirpool  and other
elties have condemned similar areas, stralght-
ened and wiloned the gtreets, and reconstructed
the bulldings with in smbustibe materinls and
with stone stalreases and flagged hallways, Lon-
Adon having lagged behlnd (e the municipal
movement and submitted to the intolerable nar-
rowness of vestry rulo and Guild privilege, has

ually brought all its best appliances into requl-

neglected to minimize the dangers of Intricate

ants. This distriet remalned a standing menace 1
to surrounding property, and finally ny ulved the
Aestruction of seventy huildlzgs and great dam-
age to ffty more, with a heavy bill oof costs from
the Insurance companles. The two vhief morals
are, first, that there is not foree enough in the
government of metropolitan Lemdon 1o compel
the recopstruction of dangerois arvas; and, sec-
ondly, that the water supply is Inadequate In
voluma anl gravity pressare for such emer-
gracles as the Cripplegate fire. The Metropoll-
tan Fire Brigade cannot justly be held responsl-
hle for fallure to avert large fnanclal lossen
which are due to these two maln causes.
Insuranes managers eomplain that no volce is
allswed them In the management of the Flre
Brigade, although they are compelled by act _nf
Pariiament to pay $1T0 for every Insured £0.-
000,000 to the support of the service. They
hiave more urgent need to employ their energles
in securing the construction of improved ware-
houses and the ahatement of dangerous fire
centres than in meddling with the detalls of &

R, or |

turn by faithful, efficient men, and from the
high=st of these appointments are made after
a rtigld examination for the positions of assist-
ant offlcers, firemen At stations, drill mstructors,
Inspectors and superintendents.  The morale of
the London Fire Brigade 18 excellent. It s in-
capable of working miracles at Cripplegate or
anvwhere else, but It is a model munlcipal ser-
vice of the highest efficlency. {5
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THE THEATRE OF Ml SICAL ARTS NOW,

The entertalnment of the Boclety of Musical Arts
to-morrow evening will begin at 9 o'clock, instead
of 9:30, as heretofore announced, In order 1o avoid
confusion which may arise from the similarity of
the nume of this soclety and the Musical Arts Ro-
clety, and In deference to the senlority of the lat-
ter, the Board of Direstora has apptied to the Becre-
tary of State at Albany to have tholr name changed
to that of Theatre of Musical Arta, Theobald Char-
tran has designed a frontisplece for the opening
programmes.

* FANCY CINEN DEPY

|
1| USEFUL PRESENTS.

T able Cloths, Centre Pieces, Scarfs, Doylies,
| etc., Hand-embroidered and in Duchess,
' Renaissance and Point de Venise.

! All Sizes and Shapes.

1,400 Pieces of Hand-embroidered Doylies
| and Centre Pieces—round only.

[ 9% 9 inches, - - 43¢, M
12212 “ = - 65 ¥

| 18x18 4 - . S125 *

| 20x20 “ - - ‘J.55 *

| uxu 4 - . 225 :

36x36 . 525

| Ninetecnth Street and Sixth Avenue,
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FLECTRICAL CONTROL BOARD CENSURED.
MAGISTRATE DEUEL S8AYS IT HAS BEEN NEGLI.

GENT I8N ALLOWING AN OVERHEAD

CRUFE MADISON-AVE

in the Yorkville Police Court
1 Board of Ele-trical Control
& 1o be Kept strung across Madie
rs, and then ordering the ar-

il FRRCA
reat of men who treied to repair it. The case on
veiql was that af Putrick Sul'tvan, a driver, of No.

Fiftv-nint and John B, Parker, an
of No 1171 Becond-ave., who had been
ot the Instance of Andrew M,
it the Board of Electrical

| 2m Fast

tor

umeron was sant on Friday by Zyuperintandent
Rrown of the Board of Electrical Control 1 Madi-
ut & wire stretched acrozs the avenus
't Fifty-elzhth-st. The wire ran between the Madi-
son Avenue Hotel, the Savoy Hoetdl, the Lenox
Lvesum and ex-Aldarman Hall's stables, at Sixty«
and Madison-ave,, | was used to com-
Mr. Hall's stable. The wira has
v up for five years, and Buperintendent Brown
14 Cameron to cnt it down, and walt thers for &
If any one came to repalr it he was to be ar-

Cameran cut the wies, and soon Parker and
Sullivan eame to repair it Cameron got Policeman
Frasor, of the East Fifty-first-st, station, to arrest
the men, and they woere arrilgned in the Yorkuvills
Court on the ehinrge of violating the law which pro-
hubits the stringing of overhead wires.

When the cage had been explained to Magistrate
Deuel he sald: © These two men simply repalred &
et owire, which bad been permitted to remain in
exlstonee with the knowledge of the Board of Elec-
trical Contrel for fiv sars. 1 regard the Board
g8 neglgent in not having onforced the law all this
time,  These men simply repalred the wire, They
are innocent of any wrongdolng, and are dis-

shargel
11]“1: Hoard of Electrical Control |s determined
that the wire shall come down, and ex-Alderman
Hull is as determined that it shall gtay up, so that
there is 1ikaly to be a prolonged legal fight over L
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NEW HOSPITAL CORPS

EON-AVE. T«

ynil-et
munlcate with
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MEVBERS.

NATIONAL GUARDEMBES WHO ARE ESPECTALLY
FITTED TO AID THE BICK AND THE INJURED.

The following members of the varlous honplital
corps of the organizations of the First Brigade
have passed the preseribed examinations, in ace
cordance with the regulations, and will be permit-
ted to wear at all times the distinetive badge of the
Hospital Corps of the State, as an indication of
special ftness to atd the sick and Injured under
urgent clroumstanees:

Seventh Regiment—orporals J. V. V, Colwell and
Frederick M, Cutler, and Privates Frank Bu Bols,
Lewls Englehard, Henry Russell and George Hal
lett . .

Fighth Regiment—Privates George W, Lindhelm
and Bamuel J. Kopetsky..

Ninth Reglmen —Corporals Frederick Hirsch, Henry
Ruddick and Harry Cole, and Privates El
Horton, Otta B, Spahn and D, V., Hogan Tt O

Twelfth Regiment—Corporuls . B, Burchall, W.
whiol and William Scort, and Privates A.

v, Isape Frank J. Frank and Willlam Ireland.

Twenty-second Regiment-Corporals Henry M.
Grotta, 15, K Kern and Edward L. Purdy, and
Privates Frank E. Dewey and Edward Rein

Sixty-ninth  Regiment—Privates  John =
John ~ MeGauley, Thomas Dwan and Johm J,
sehlosser, a R i 3 %

Seventy-first Regiment—Corporals J, E. Jeffersom
aml A, K. Canterbury, and Pr!'t-ntu Charles O\
Antz. Rolland B, Archer, Edward . Dunning, jr.
.ilium-ukl-‘.ll"ulrrril:atll. Chauncey 8. Hiekok, Willig &'

fekok, Leon T. Lewald, Joseph M. Levy,

A. Robinson and A, 8. John thomrd.‘ " -
KH{ lllmlron A—Privates ¢, 8 Bryan and G. N. Me=
ibbin,

First Slgnal Corps—Privates Harry W,
A. J. Petrie. Rabiarad oo

- .

FIRST BATTERY BALL.

The 1st Battery, Captain Louls Wendel, wiil csles
brate Its victory over the other artlllery argane
fzations at the State Camp. when it won the Flana~
gan trophy, by u military ball, which wi.. take

ace at the armory, No. 340 West Forty-
Ln Thursday N'en:?!rl. All the military mm
torm s

been requested to appear in uni b
oﬂ‘lcmqhua Inu'rI:ed Inv‘lt‘:‘:hdl IPI:' |
that the affair will be one of unusual



